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What is RDA?
➔ RDA: Resource Description and Access

➔ RDA replaces the AACR2 (Anglo-American 

Cataloguing Rules) because the AACR2 had become 

largely outdated.

➔ Initially released in June 2010 and fully adopted by 

the Library of Congress on April 1st, 2013.



What is RDA?
➔ RDA provides new features that make it suitable as 

a cataloging standard for our constantly growing 

and changing digital environment.

➔ RDA is more appropriate at catering to digital 

resources and great for resources with multiple 

characteristics.



What is RDA?
➔ RDA is compatible with a wide variety of encoding 

schemas: MODS, Dublin Core, ONIX and MARC.  It’s 

easier for library catalog records to be integrated 

with those produced by other metadata communities.



RDAs Major Goal
➔ Enhancing the user’s access and retrieval experience based 

off of FRBR (Functional Requirements for Bibliographic 

Records) and FRAD (Functional Requirements for 

Authority Data)

➔ FRBR is an entity-relationship model that better recognizes 

relationships between bibliographic and authority records.
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FRBR & WEMI
The conceptual idea around a “BOOK” can mean different things…

Work: described as the “conceptual content” that underlies all of a person’s 

ideas.

Expression: described as the particular “text” or “translation” of the book

Manifestation: described as the “publication” or “edition”. 

Item: described as the “physical” object - that has paper pages and a 

binding.



FRBR & WEMI
Example: The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

Work: The Scarlet Letter - the fictional romance work as it was conceived 

in the mind of Nathaniel Hawthorne.

Expression: The Scarlet Letter in text or spoken word - translations, 

revisions, versions, illustrated editions, abridgements, can be considered 

expressions of the same work.



FRBR & WEMI
Example: The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

Manifestation: The Scarlet Letter published by Wisehouse Classics in 2015 

with ISBN 9176370828. A single expression can have many manifestations if 

the book is frequently reprinted

Item: A physical copy of the Scarlet Letter on the shelf that is bound, has paper 

pages, and has a barcode to be checked out of the library or purchased from a 

store.



What RDA is NOT
➔ RDA is NOT an encoding schema!

◆  (examples: MARC 21 or Dublin Core)

➔ RDA is NOT a display standard!

◆ There is a clear difference between the 

recording of data and the presentation of data



Why the change to RDA?
➔ No more card catalogs - we’ve gone electronic! 

➔ Improves the discoverability of materials because 

it’s based around FRBR.

➔ Moving above and beyond AACR2 - giving more 

emphasis to “cataloger judgment”.

➔ Design for resources in any format.



Why the change to RDA?
Most importantly…

IT’S ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS!



What’s Different For You?
➔ Terminology

➔ MARC fields

➔ DISPLAY!



Recognizing RDA
➔ Lack of a GMD (General Material Designation)

◆ Example: [electronic resource] or [videorecording] next to the title.

➔ Presence of new fields to replace the GMD (33X)

◆ 336 Content Type: the form of communication in which the content is expressed (text, musical 

notation, cartography, etc.)

◆ 337 Carrier Type: the format of the storage medium (audio cassette, cartridge, slides, etc.)

◆ 338 Media Type: the general type of device required to view, play, run, etc., the content of a 

resource



Recognizing RDA
➔ No more latin abbreviations - many abbreviations are now spelled out

➔ No more [S.l. : s.n.]
          Sine loco: without a place

          Sine nomine: without a name 264



Recognizing RDA
➔ No more “Rule of 3” - elimination of “et al”. Transcribe the “statement of 

responsibility” as it appears in the resource or have the option of giving a bracketed 

statement with a summarization of the omission.

➔ Publication and information dates can be separate lines. A copyright date is not an 

acceptable substitute for a publication date - it is now separate!  

➔ Use of square brackets when using “cataloger judgment” with each data element. 



Recognizing RDA
➔ Treatment of typos and errors found within the resource - errors should 

be transcribed as found and a note/varying title access point should be 

made by the cataloger with the correct form.

➔ Relationship designations between a resource and persons, corporate 

bodies: author, composer, actor, editor, film producer.



Recognizing RDA
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More RDA Info...
➔ Maxwell’s Handbook for RDA

Author: Robert L. Maxwell

        ISBN: 9780838911723

ALA Store: $125

➔ Introducing RDA: A Guide To The Basics
Author: Chris Oliver

        ISBN: 9780838935941

ALA Store: $46



More RDA Info...
➔ RDA Toolkit Blog:

     http://www.rdatoolkit.org/blog

➔ RDA-L Listserv:

     http://lists.ala.org/sympa/info/rda-l 

http://www.rdatoolkit.org/blog
http://lists.ala.org/sympa/info/rda-l

